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PRESIDENT SIGNS NORA INTO LAW
August 9, 2005


On August 8, 2005, President Bush signed the National Oilheat Research Alliance’s (NORA) five year extension into law.  This was the final step in a long process by the oilheating industry to extend NORA.  NORA’s President John Huber stated that this effort came very close in 2003, and the industry was disappointed with that failure, but like any good business, they saw that failure as a challenge, redoubled their efforts, and have now succeeded.

The Energy Policy Act is the first major overhaul of the nation’s energy laws in nearly 20 years.  Senator Pete Domenici in commenting on the bill stated “America now has a new energy law that will stabilize prices, help us conserve more energy and encourage the production and use of renewable energy. It will better protect our environment and address climate change by encouraging emission-free nuclear power. Finally, the law’s new efficiency standards mean we will be using less energy five and 10 years from now than we would have otherwise.”  This is an important bill for the country and the oilheating industry.

NORA’s activities will continue to support these goals.  NORA is funding several significant research projects.  The first is to develop a better method of evaluating efficiency in combined appliances.  Understanding the relationship between domestic hot water and the home will enable manufacturers to improve their boilers to improve efficiency and will help consumers select the most efficient products for their homes.
Additionally, NORA continues to work with manufacturers to develop more efficient appliances for the home.


NORA will also continue to improve education.  As the industry brings new and improved products to market, it is important that the industry trains new professionals, it is important that training be delivered.  NORA will continue to develop video training, new books and the online training center.


Finally, NORA will be able to turn its attention to communicating the value of Oilheat to consumers.  Many of these activities were suspended earlier this year.  NORA is now laying the groundwork to begin these activities again at this critical time for the industry.


Don Allen, the Chairman of NORA, stated “in the four years that NORA has been operating, the industry has done much to begin moving forward, we have seen a big jump in new technologies and our educational programming is very strong.  NORA is committed to be as productive over the next five years, and I am confident that the industry will be stronger in 2010 than it was in 2000.”
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