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Insurance & Tank Committee Met for a Two Year Planning Session
The Insurance & Tank Committee met to discuss the efforts that have been made, and the steps that should occur over the next two years.  NORA has developed three categories to encourage good practices: Release Prevention, Release Detection, and Corrective Action. 

Two major undertaking are being funded for Release Prevention.. The Inspection Tank Program and a database are in the early stages of development. The database website will provide an opportunity to find people who have been trained on tanks in a particular area. 

The committee also discussed the use of plastic tanks.  These tanks will not corrode, are often double walled and maybe more stable.  NORA is now working with UL on evaluating these tanks to ensure that they will be safe in the U.S. market.

Two different studies were presented to the committee concerning Release Detection. Mr. John Donohue and his associates offered their opinion on Static leak Detection Testing for Underground Tanks.  The static testing is a strong program, but it is essential that we work to ensure that human error does not undermine the validity of the program.

The committee also heard from Mr. Warren Rogers on Determining Expected Lifetimes of Underground Oil Tanks and Methods for Prolonging the Life of Tanks. The purpose of this project is to develop field test and data valuation protocols for the evaluation of corrosion related to external condition of these tanks and to provide management and budgeting tools required to determine whether the tanks are suitable for catholic protections or need to be replaced. The electric current causes corrosion but the implode stops corrosion by reversing the current; furthermore, prolong the life of the tanks. The study will determine probability of tank failure on a timeline.  Additionally, Mr. Warren Rogers will now begin evaluating the automatic controls sold by Honeywell to determine whether they could be a leak detection tool.

The Corrective Action Plan is now under development by Mr. Jim Rocco. He will be writing a formal proposal on a comprehensive plan for the State Associations and Dealers to present to their individual local governments.  The goal of this project is to develop protocols and treatment methods suitable for homeowners with residential heating tanks.  

Don Allen, Chairman of NORA, stated that the tank issue has been a problem spot for the industry for decades, and his intent is that when the industry looks back ten years from now, they will not see tanks as a problem, and that they will be proud that they solved the problem
