99.9% Clean, 100% Warm
What’s Next for Oilheat
Research conducted by the oilheating industry indicated that many consumers have a mistaken belief that Oilheat is “dirty and old fashioned!”   Further examination indicated that these false perceptions were based on a view of equipment which is thirty and forty years old.  Fortunately, technological changes have been occurring in the oilheating industry, and now Oilheat is clean and modern.  These advancements have been so steady, that many consumers do not realize what a changed and improved product Oilheat is.
To reflect these changes, the Oilheat industry has developed a term that describes all the advances in technology that Oilheat has made in the last 40 years. The term “Clearburn Science” describes the fact that Oilheat has made significant advances in technology and fuel performance over that time.  Additionally, it continues to describe the high quality service which has been a hallmark of the Oilheat industry for generations.
In the coming year, the Oilheat industry will renew its focus on communicating to the public that the fuel and equipment have progressed steadily and that now Oilheat is efficient, and clean, and still provides great warmth and comfort.

Perhaps the most important change that has occurred concerns the cleanliness of Oilheat  equipment.  Two interrelated descriptions have been used to describe the improvements that have occurred.  The first was used last year, and it presented the fact that Oilheat was 95 percent cleaner than before, and this year’s description is that Oilheat is now 99.9 percent clean.  
The best measure of cleanliness is to measure the combustion residue or the ash left in a heat exchanger at the end of a season.  In installing and tuning up modern oil burning equipment, manufacturers that new oil burners be adjusted to zero or a trace of smoke.  When adjusted to this level, today’s oil burner leaves less than 7 ounces per 1,000 gallons of fuel consumed, which means that most furnaces will have less residue than that at the end of a heating season.  In the early 70’s, older burners (pre-1970) created 10 pounds of particulate per 1,000 gallons of oil burned.  This is a 95 percent improvement.

After such an improvement where does this leave Oilheat equipment?  It leaves it 99.9 percent clean.  This year, the campaign will focus on the position Oilheat is in.  And being 99.9 percent clean and 95 percent cleaner than before creates a great value for Oilheat consumers.
Additionally, the Oilheat industry learned that Oilheat consumers love the great warmth of Oilheat.  In so many words, they described it as being warm and cozy, that the homes felt comfortable, and that Oilheat provided a special warmth.  

This consumer research led us to reexamine why consumers had these perceptions.  And unlike the view that Oilheat is old fashioned, these perceptions are based on reality.  Where do these perception come from?.  First, because most of Oilheat is located in the northern half of the country where heat is important, and comfort in the winter is vital, many oilheated homes are heated hydronically.  This means radiators, which means that hot water or steam is piped through the home and the home has a very steady and even heat.  Many homeowners prefer that type of heat.  An additional benefit is that these systems are generally coupled with a hot water system which yields continuous hot water.  Oilheat has predominated in this market, because the very hot flame that Oilheat produces heats water exceptionally well.  The Oilheat flame produces a temperature between 2000 and 3000 degrees, and brings water to the right temperature for a bath, a shower, or for radiators instantly and continuously.
Alternatively, Oilheat also does a great job in heating air.  A warm air furnace which uses vents will distribute air in excess of 130 degrees.  With 130 degree air coming through the vents, an Oilheated home needs a minimal amount of air through the ducts to warm a house to a comfortable 72 degrees and to maintain that temperature even on frigid days.  With less air blowing in the home, the house will be warm and cozy.

Additionally, the hot flame of Oilheat also means that it will not need to be on very long to warm the house which also reduces drafts.  Most furnaces and boilers use household air for combustion air, like a fireplace, these units need to have air intakes to supply the flame.  Thus, in many houses, as the furnace or boiler operates, it is sucking air from the house.  To replace this air, new air is brought into the house through doors, windows and any other gaps.  As a result, while hot air is coming through the radiators or registers, cool air is being drawn in from around the windows and doors.  

However, because of the heat of oil, the flame operates for a short period, meaning less air will be pulled into the house.  Essentially, the home will have a steady temperature and not be drafty, which is one of the most frequent complaints about heating systems.

This year, the Oilheating industry is coupling these two features.  Great warmth, 100 percent warm, with a clean fuel, 99.9 percent clean.  The oilheating industry will tell the American consumer that they can have great heat, and a clean and environmentally friendly system.  Technological improvements allow us “to have our cake and eat it too” and deliver both to the ehating oil customers.
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