FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:


National Oilheat Research Alliance Update on Research & Development Committee

On December 1, 2005, the National Oilheat Research Alliance met to discuss the Research & Development Committee progress and future plans. The meeting covered Existing Projects, Market Overview, the Directions for the Future, and Future NORI Activities. Here are some highlighted points regarding the Committee meeting.

The use of the meeting was also to announce the release of Program Opportunity Notice (PON).  The purpose of this program is to solicit grant proposals to advance the state-of the art Oilheat technology, application and operations. 

· Future Funding

· Over the next three to four years, NORA will be disbursing $2.3 to $2.5 million dollars to research. 

· Existing Project Review

· Adams has developed a 95% efficient condensing oil fired furnace product line and commercialized ranging 50,000 through 250,000 BTU.

· Thermopride has developed combination heating and air-conditioning unit. 

· Honeywell Home and Building Control developed a Residential Oil Heat Remote Usage & diagnostics device with web capabilities. The product was commercialized in 2005

· Carlin’s remote monitoring will be tested this winter.

· Beckett’s Con NOX burner is continuing analysis. 

· Bacharach developed a workable prototype digital smoke detector.

· Market Overview

· Research needs to address these issues: energy cost is the forefront, emissions, lack of complementary products, and installed cost versus alternatives.

· Directions for the Future

· Tom Butcher from Brookhaven National Laboratory presented research in four areas: Low Sulfur Oil, Biofuels, Condensing Boilers, and Integrated System Performance Evaluation.

· Tom Butcher, Ray Albrecht, and Rich Sweetser were tasked to create a draft on the subject of replacing existing “old” oil systems with “new” oil systems. 

· Future NORI Activities

· B-2 to B-5 Biodiesel is equivalent for heating oil safety. Further studies will be done considering the effects on pump seals.
· Plastic storage tanks have many benefits, which may prove to be the next generation of tanks.

· The need for associated oil products like a fireplace insert and radiant heaters to preserve market share and provide opportunities for oil.

For questions calling Mary-Rachel Keyser or John Huber at 703-340-1660 

